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Brownman Swamp, Mt. Brown Lake and Mt. Brown

Brownman Swamp is a series of seasonal paperbark swamps, surrounded by extensive open-
forests of tuart of good quality. To the west is woodland of tuart and banksia with open-heath
and shrubland on low limestone hills. The wetlands and the tuart forest have high conservation
values.

Mt. Brown Lake is small, saline and usually dry in late summer, but supports several species
of water-birds for most of the year. It is fringed with stands of paperbark and tussock sedge,
while woodland of tuart and banksia and shrubland dominated by chenille honeymyrtie surround
the wetland vegetation.

Mt. Brown and the low limestone hill to the north are covered by open-heath with many species
typical of the coastal limestone, including spider-net grevillea, chenille honeymyrtle and cockie’s
tongues. Also present are two uncommon species, button runner and Hemigenia sericea. On
the slopes and in the valley is deep sand supporting low woodland and low open-woodland, mainly
of banksia with some jarrah and limestone marlock. The understorey contains a good variety
of species. The Cockburn Wetlands Study and Woodman Point — Jervoise Bay Study both recom-
mend that the Brownman Swamp, Mt. Brown Lake and Mt. Brown area should be retained for
recreation and conservation. The Coogee Air Pollution Study had earlier concluded that this area
was not suited for urban use.

The recommended area constitutes open space of regional significance (see Figure 1, Chapter
4) because of its high conservation and recreation value and its proximity to the Perth residen-
tial areas. Land tenure is varied and not all the land has conservation or recreation as primary
management objectives: to enhance these values the area’s management structure requires coor-
dination. Major management considerations include: preserving the wetlands and fringing vegeta-
tion; rehabilitation of the Market Garden Swamps and Manning Lake; linking the wetlands by
open space; and preventing activities (e.g. off-road vehicle use) likety to adversely affect the flora
and fauna.

Recommendations:

M92.1 That our general recommendations on planning and management of Regional Parks be
applied to this area (see Recommendations 15 and 16, Chapter 5).

M92.2 That the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority consider “reserving’’ those portions of
the recommended area not already ‘“‘reserved” for Parks and Recreation under the
Metropolitan Region Scheme.

M93 COCKBURN WETLANDS — EASTERN CHAIN .

The recommended area is situated in-the City of Cockburn, and comprises Reserve A6208, for
Recreation, under the control of the Cockburn City Council; Reserve C27488, for Hall Site, not
vested; part of Reserve C31968, for University Site, also not vested but the subject of a Crown
Grant in Trust to the Murdoch University Planning Board; lots 38, 39, 54 to 59 and part of lot
37 (Location 235), part of lots 1, 4, 7, 52, 53 (Location 10), lots 1 and 2 (Location 405), part of Loca-
tions 21, 35, 50, 65, 179, 387, 393, 438, 485, 552 and 772, freehold land mostly owned by the MRPA
(North Lake and Bibra Lake); lots 2 to 6 (Location 541), part of lots 9, 10, 20 (Location 21), and
part of Locations 21 and 542, freehold land mostly owned by the MRPA (South Lake and Little
Rush Lake); lot 1 and part of lots 2, 5 and 7 (Location 406), and part of Location 298, freehold
land partly owned by the MRPA (Yangebup Lake); part of Reserve C31829, for Drain, vested in
the City of Cockburn; lots 1 to 4, 6 to 9, 12 to 15 (Location 391), lots 1, 7 and 8 (Location 677),
Locations 756, 759, 763 and 766, and 769 to 771, and part of Locations 433 and 751 to 755, privately
owned freehold land (Kogolup Lake); Reserves A15556, for Fauna Conservation and Research
and Drainage, vested in the W.A. Wildlife Authority; C29241, for Conservation of Fauna (Univer-
sity Marsupial Research), vested in the Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife; C31882 for Recrea-
tion, vested in the City of Cockburn, part of lot 1 (Location 464) and Location 2017, privately own-
ed freehold land (Thompson Lake and Banganup Lake); lots 63 to 65, 86 and part of lots 57 and
59 (Location 15), and part of lots 1, 2, 3, 612 and 615 (Location 16), privately owned freehold land
(Wattleup Lake) (Figure 154). Much of the area from North Lake to Yangebup Lake has already
been “reserved” for Parks and Recreation under the Metropolitan Region Scheme, and the sec-
tion from Kogolup Lake to Wattleup Lake is recognised by the MRPA as suitable for possible
future ‘“‘reservation’”.

Some of the lakes are subject to pollution caused by drainage from the Jandakot rural areas,

an old sanitary landfill site and industrial effluent. Should urban development occur in the vicinity
of these lakes it is probable that the MWA will have to utilise some of them as drainage sumps.
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